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Duke of Chuceſter ; 


as they relate to che Story of Mr. Pm1LLips's 
TRAGEDY of that NAuE; and proper 
to be Bound up with it.) 


. IN WHICH 


22 feveral CHARACTERS, repreſented in that 
DRAMA, are Fully and e n 


WITH 


[An Account how far they. were Teftrumental 
in the Ruin and Aue, of that Great Good 


4 caries —Cauſas memora, quo Numine læſo, 
Quaid ve dolet Regina — tot vol vere Caſus 
Inſignem Pietate Virum q ViRke. 


oy * 
. * N MOD IF YN 
2 4 = IJ 4 & 7 - — * - 3 N 5 \ Js ” q 
Pl . by . 2 . FC 6 - 30 S. & * ä | 0 if \ FLEE | C {= 
- — 2 — EF Kk, \ K ” 4 2 >. f JS; * 7 N 4/ 
"Sat f. 


| L ON D ON: 
Printed for Thomas Corbett, at Addiſon's Head, 


1723. Price . } 


next to the Roſe Tavern, without Temple-Bar ; 
And · fold by T. Payne, near Stationers - Hall, 


225 2 fn. 


FS Pd 2 


o 


% © a * 
— e 
1 
>. 


\ 
* 
\ 
- 
* 
as 
1 x 
” — 
1 
of 


©, toes 


. 


_— * 


* 
” 
» "Rao 
* _— 
I 


92 
8 5 U \ 

— \ 
2D — — \ 
A \ I * R 


HUMPHREY, 
Duke of Ghuceſter, &c. 


3 * 
+ 
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MAD not Mr. PIII IPs built a Tra- 


Downfall, of this Great Man, there 


for theſe Memoirs, no Enquiry after 
the Character or Actions of a Per- 
ſon, however ſignaliz d by both, who has been 


laid in Duſt for very near Three Hundred Years. 


As I have a Veneration for Plays in general, 
when they are the Products of an able and inge - 


nious Pen, I think we cannot ſet too high a Re- 
gard in particular upon thoſe, whoſe Plot is found- 


ed upon ſome ſignal Action in Engliſh Hiſtory, or 


the Misfortunes of fome great unhappy Man of 
our own Growth, whoſe _ ate borne _ 
Y 


gedy on the Story, or rather the 


could be no Demand or Occafion 
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2 MEMOIRS ff 
by the Treachery of Rival-Stateſmen, who hate 
as much the Splendour of his Name, as they envy 
that of bis Power and Grandeur. We become 
indebted co the Poet, when he is a worthy Re- 
 corder of ſock Circumftances, as he affifts Hiſto- 

ry with the Beauties of his Art, as he revives and 
raiſes from the filent Tomb the ſleeping Merit of 
a long-loſt Anceſtor, and fires our Souls with a 
generous Emulation, that makes us wiſh either to 
have liv'd when fo much Virtue flouriſt'd, or that 
we were now in the Condition of coming up 
to a Character that makes ſuch a Figure to 
Poſterity. tt 


The Talents of a Patriot are never more con- 
ſpicuous, than when his Country is embroil'd in 
Difficulties ; when ſhe is torn and harrafs'd by the 
Factions of her own Sons, and languiſhes under 
the Weakneſs of a Prince, who neither knows 
how to weild the Sceptre as he ought, nor decide 
the Pretenſions of the Ambitious Peers, who all 
contend to be firſt in Place and Pavour, 


In all theſe Particulars the Great Man, whoſe - 
Fate is peculiarly the Subject of this Tract, had 
ample Room to ſignalize his Character, There 
was an Infant Prince on the Throne of England, 
when he firſt flarted into Greatneſs : As the King 
grew up, the Court was divided, from the Inte- 
reſts, the Struglings, the Averſions, and Ambitions 
of its Courtiers ; and all the Affairs of the King- 
dom were manag'd by Cabals and Antipathies ; and 
the Welfare of the King and Realms was too per- 
niciouſly blended with, or rather ſwallow'd up 


by the deſigning Views and Actempts of thole 


Great Peers, who work'd their Fortunes our of 
the ; Publick Miſery. | — 3 
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Humphrey, Duke of Glouceſter, &c. 3 
But, to come to the Point propos'd ; The De- 
ſign of theſe few Sheets is to give ſuch an Account | 
of Humphrey, Duke of Glouceſter, as may prepare 


an Audience to ſee Mr. PnILIIPSs's Tragedy with 


a fuller Pleaſure and Und:rſtanding. 
To this End my Readers will ſoon ſee, that I 


| have ſo far conſulted their Convenience, as not 


to confine my ſelf to the Actions and Charatter of 


this Duke, but have interwove ſuch: O:ber Cha- 


raters, as far as Hiſtory furnilkes, who have any 
Concern in the Poet's Plat, or had any hand in 
promoting the AMurther of the Duke, whom he 


makes the Hero and Favourite Of his Play. 


Might I take the Liberties of a Poet, I ſhould 
begin with the Cataſtrophe of my Hero, a-d make 
the other Parts of his Story ſubſervient to that: 
But as Hiſtory is my Province, I am oblig d to 
give a more regular Detail of Actions, as they 


fell out, and inform my Readers vo Duke Hum- 


pbrey was, before I come to tell them how he 


dy'd. 


| King Henzy the Fourth (the Depoſer of the 
unfortunate King Richard the Second) at his 


Death left behind him four Sons; the Gallantry 
of whoſe Actions in no wiſe deropated from the 


Dignity of their Birth, but amply proclaim'd 
them the legitimate Iſſue of that Heroick Prince. 


Humphrey, the youngeſt of the Four, upon his 


Brother Heury the Fifth his coming to the Throne, 


was by him created Duke of Glouceſter. He Was 
the Second who ever bore the Stile of that Duke: 
dom ; (Thomas of Woodſtock, youngeſt Son of 


King Edward the Third, having been the firſt» 


who wore the Honours of that Litle ;) and wt 
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ſo many Virtues was he adorn'd, that his Conduct 
render'd him the Delight of the Engliſh Nation, 
and procured a never-dying Epichet to be annex'd 


to his Title ; which Was that . The Good Duke 
of Glouceſter. | 


To give a ſhort Account of him, antecedent to 
bis Promotions in the State : Soon after the De- 
miſe of his Father, and the Acceſſion of his Bro- 
ther Henry to the Throne, upon a Quarrel that 
broke out bet wixt the two Nations of England and 


France, Duke Humphrey attended his Royal Bro- 
ther thither, to aſſiſt him in proſecuting his juſt 


Claim to that Crown, deriv'd from the Conqueſts 
of King Henry their Father. In this Conteſt of 
Glory he ſpent a great Part of his younger Years, 
and ſignaliz d himſelf in many Actions For ſuch 
was his Reputation with his gallant Brother, as 


well for ſedate Conduct as bold and intrepid Coo 
rage, that he committed to his Charge and Care 
the Van-guard of his Army ; and frequently diſ- 


patched him with a Third Part of his Forces, to 


reduce to his Obedience many Places of the laft 
Importance; and ſuch, whoſe Overthrow as 
much requir'd the Conduct of an ancient and 
experiencd Officer, as the Fire and Boldneſs of 
a youthful one, | 


Nor did his Succceſs in theſe his warlike Un- 


| dertakings fail of anſwering the Expectations 


which were raiſed on his Expedicions ; Fortune 
waited on him whitherſoever he went ; and whe- 


ther he fought at the Head of his Army, or ſingly 


engaged ſome of the Enemy, ſtill was he crowned 
with Victory; whereby he became vaſtly inſtru- 
mental in letting the Croun of that Kingdom on 


Theſe 


bis Brother” s Head. 
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Humphrey, Duke of Glouceſter, . 7 


Theſe gallant Acts, and the repeated Inſtances 
of his admirable Endowments, render'd him fo 
dear to his Royal Brother, that upon his Death- 
Bed he committed the Guardian-ſhip of the Prince 
(afterwards King Harry the S3xth,) his Son, an In- 
fant then about Nine Months old, and the Defence 
and Government of the Realm of England, during 
bis Minority, to Duke Humphrey's prudent Care 
and Management, reſting confident, that as abroad 
in War. he had approv'd himſelf a Perſon equally 
qualify'd to projet# and execute; fo, at Home, no 
Capacity, Diligence, or Fidelity would be want- 
ing to ſupport the Dignity and Grandeur of the 
Crown, and promote the Intereſts and Well-being 
of the People. 


By this Deputation of Regal Authority, the 
" Duke was in Effect a King, and wanted nothing 
bur the Title, the Power being as extenſive as if 
he had held the Crown in right of himſelf. Nor 
indeed, did the Style of his Grandeur run much 
inferior to that of an actual King; as is plain, if 
we will appeal to an Inſtrument made in the Firſt 
Year of King Henry the Sixth, (which the learned 
CamBpen tells us, he himſelf ſaw,) wherein he 
is written, HuuphRET, by the Grace of God, Son, 
Brother, and Uncle to Kings, Duke of Glouceſter, 
Earl of Hainault, Holland, Zealand, and Pem- 
broke, Lord of Frieſland, Great Chamberlain of 
England, Protector and Defender of the ſame Ring- 
dom and Church. „„ v9 5 Any 


If ſuch an Acceſs of Power and Dignity had 
gated him too much, and made him fond of exe- 
cuting that Authority, which was a new and un- 
experimented Acquiſition to him, it would afford 


us no Occaſion of Wonder ; conſidering that at 
moft he could not be above 30 Years of Age: 
But he had imbib'd better Principles in his early 


Days, which taught him that the Life of a Su- 


preme Commander ſhould be ſpent in doing 
Actions of Benificence to Thoſe under him; and 
that as Princes ſprung not from themſelves, fo 


neither were they made for themſelves, but for 


the Good and Profit of the Publick. 


In purſuance thereof to theſe Sentiments, he 
no ſooner took upon him the arduous and dan- 
gerous Charge of Protector, but he ſummon'd to 


his Aſſiſtance wiſe and grave Counſellors, by 
whoſe mature and ſage Advice, he provided and 

ordained ſuch Things as he thought moſt for the 
publick Advantage. And, when he had to his 
Mind ſettled all Affairs concerning the well 


Governing of England, he proceeded to order all . 


Things neceſſary and convenient for proſecuting 


the War in France, and bringing that Kingdom 


entirely in Subjection to the Engliſ Monarch. 


Here, would I ſubmit to be a partial Relater of 


this Great Man's Actions, I ſhould draw a Veil, 


and endeavour to bury in Oblivion an Action, 
fatal in irs Conſequences to England, as well as a 


Stain to the Memory of this renowned Prince. 


Whether the fatal Charms of Beauty, (Charms, 
too often, above the Power of the moſt ſevere 
Reaſon, and Religion to withſtand ! ) or what 
other Motive, puſn'd him on, remains uncertain ; 
But from hence this Obſervation is conſigned to 
Us, That neither the greateſt Virtue, nor the moſt 
diicerning Judgment, nor the moſt abſolute Con- 
queſt Man ever gain'd over himſelt, ought to give 


us the leaſt Umbrage of preſuming too far on 


our 


\ 


both the Camps, which were upon the Point of 


Humphrey, Duke of Glouceſter, &c. 7 
our own Strength, ſince the Greateſt of Men have 
frequently fallen, where they would leaſt have 
been ſuſpected to be guilty. | 
And thus it befell our Duke. Charm'd with 
the Perſon of the Dutcheſs of Hainault, he procures 


her being brought to England, where he marries 


her, flotwithſtanding her firſt Husband, the Duke 
of Brabant, was then living; and the Suit of Di- 
vorce, commenced by the ſaid Dutcheſs againſt 
him, was yet depending undetermin d. 


This Action as it coſt the Duke much Money, 
ſo was it the Loſs of many Friends, and might 
have been the Occaſion of the Loſs of the Crown 
of France. For the Duke of Burgundy, who had, 
during the Gallic War, been entirely attach'd te 
the one 2 Intereſt, being inraged at the Dake of 


'Gloucefter's marrying with the Dutcheſs of Hainault, 
his Couſin, join'd bis Intereſt wich the Duke of 
/Brabant's, and upon the Duke of Gloucefer's railing 


an Army, and coming over into Holland, to take 
Poſſeſſion of That, and other adjacent Countries, 
in Right of his ſuppos'd Wife ; He, by his Suc- 
cours, put Brabant in a Condition to withſtand 


5 him; upon which, the Duke of Ghoucefter accuſed 


him of Treaſon, in aiding and abetting the Ene- 
mies of Englaud, and therefore challenged him to 
ſingle Combat. | | : 


The Challenge Burgundy readily accepted of, yet 
denied that he was guilty of any Breach of Faith ; 
but, on the contrary, That Glouceſter had broke 
thro? all the Ties of Religion and common Ho- 
neſty, in depriving another Man of his Wite. 
Upon this a Day was fix'd for the Combat, and 


all 


* 


1 MEM OIRS of 
an Engagement, broke up. The Duke of Gloa- 
ceſter took Leave of his Lady at Mens till his Re- 
turn to engage with the Duke of Burgundy; and 
in four Days embark'd with all his Men for Eng- 
land, in order to provide himſelf with Neceſſaries || 
for the Combat. But by the Aſſiduity of the 
Duke of Bedford, his Elder Brother, all Matters 
_ accommodated between the contending 
arties: | 


In the mean Time Pope Martin declared in 
Favour of the firſt Marriage of the Dutcheſs with 
the Duke of Brabant, and reprobated That with 
the Duke of Glouceſter: So, all Poſſibility of en- 
joying her with the leaſt Appearance of Honour 
being entirely extinct, the Duke of Glouceſter im- 
mediately married the Daughter of the Lord Cob- 
ham of Sterborough ; whereby he made Atonement 
to her for the unlawful Familiarity which had 
formerly paſſed between them. 


If this Great Man committed a rank Injuſtice 
in arbitrarily taking to his Bed the Wife of ano- 
ther, he was ſeverely puniſh'd for it in this Second 
Match, as well as reflected on for eſpouſing 4 
Lady, who, too many Tongues proclaim'd, had 
before ſubmitted to the Diſhonour of his wanton 
Embraces. She might be Miſtreſs of extraordi- 
nary Beauties, but they were ſullied with Crimes 
as extraordinary, And, as in thoſe Times the 
Notions of Witchcrafi, Incantations, and Tricks of 
Sorcery, were more allowed, than they at this 
day are; her Enemies would have it, That the 
Practice of Art Magick was one of her Talents; 
and that She had by Potions, and other unjuſtifia- 
ble Attempts, wrought upon the Duke of Glou- 
cefter's Affections. But we ſhall have SONY * 
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her own and Lord's Deſtruction, 


The great Power and Dignity, which, as we 
have already taken Notice, was veſted in the Duke 
of Glouceſter, as it made him Superior to all other 
Subjects, fo it created him many Enemies; who 
repining at the Univerſal Reſpect and Venetation, 
which he had acquired by the prudent and faithful 


Diſcharge of the high Truſt repoſed in him, 


ſought by all Means to render him uneaſy in his 
Perfon, and to prevent his Councils from taking 


place. 


To head this Faction, none ſo proper as Henry 
Biſhop of Mincheſter, who, as well from his high 
Birth and the great Sway which he bore in the 
Government of the Kingdom, as from his perſonal 
Qualifications, could only ſtand in Competition 
with the Duke of Glouceſter. 


This Henry, ſirnamed Beaufort (from a Caſtle 
of that Name in France belonging to his Father,) 
Biſhop of Vincheſter, and Cardinal of St. Euſebie, 


was the youngeſt Son of John of Gaunt, Duke of 


Lancaſter, by his third Wife; born, indeed, be- 
fore Marriage, but legitimated by Parliament in 
the 20th Lear of Richard the IId. He was a Man, 
from the general Concurrence of Hiſtory, of a 
bold and haughty Carriage, ambitious of Rule and 
Sovereignty, infatiable in his amaſſing of Wealth, 
but parſimonious in beſtowing it on Thoſe who 
had well deſerv'd of him; ever affecting Populait- 
ty, but not taking competent Meaſures to ingra- 
tiate himſelf into the Affections of the People; 
for he was of à Nature proud, turbulent and im- 
5 : C perious; 


ay more of this hereafter, when ſuch Imputations 
were turn'd upon her, to give a Countenance to 
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perious; to his Relations always cold and diſdain- 


ful, and even to his Friends ſcarce ſhewing an 


affable Deportment. So immenſe was his Trea- - 


ſure, that few had Money at command belides 
himſelf, when he gain'd the Title of the rich, but 
never of the good, or beneficent CarDinNaAr. This 
Thirſt for Wealth engag'd his Dependance there- 
on fo entirely, and poſſeſſed him fo ſtrongly in 
the Love of it, that he judged as well Life and 
Honour, as all other Felicities to be its Conſe- 
quents. Of this we have a convincing and re- 
markable Inſtance at his lateſt Hour; for we are 
aſſured, upon his Death-Bed he broke out into 
theſe abſurd Exclamations. Why ſhould I dye, that 
have ſo much Wealth ! If the whils Kingdom would 
ſave my Life, I am able by my Policy to get it. or by 
my Money to buy it. Will net Death be bribd, nor 
Maney do Nothing By thele Sentiments he ſhew'd 
at once his Unwillingneſs and Want of Prepara- 
tion (tho? in an advanced Ape) to ſubmit to what 
Providence had determin'd muſt be. | 


Such Qualifications meeting in a Perſon of his 
Authority and Dignity, for co him (with his 
Brother the Duke of Exeter, was committed by 
his Nephew King Henry the Vth the Care and 
Tuition of the Royal Intant King Henry the VIth, 
poin ed him out as the only Perſon proper td 
oppole and contradict the good Intentions of the 
Duke of Glouceſter, who, being careful of the 
Welfare of the King and State, proſecuted only 
ſuch Meaſures as would render both Happy and 
Glorious ; while the Biſhop, having other Intereſts 
in View, made it his Endeavour to render the 
e ee of the Protector vain and inef- 
cual, | 
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From this invidious Oppoſition of the Cardinal, 


the Engliſh Nation began ſoon to,diſcover the 


unhappy Effects of an Infant's fitting on the 
Throne ; and what a Train of Calamities may 
follow from the dangerous Emulation of two prin- 
cipal Men in Power. Whether it was that the 
Duke of Glouceſter took Umbrage at the Riches 
and pompous Living of the Prelate; or, that the 
Biſhop, like Pompey, impatient of an Equal, 
envy'd and traduc'd the great Authority and Cha- 


racer of the Duke: Certain it is, That a deadly 


Enmity was contracted between them, which, in 
the End, prov'd the Source and Occaſion of the 
Duke's Ruin and Diſgrace; for whilſt the latter 


urg'd many and heavy Accuſations againſt the 


Cardinal, and He as ſtrenuouſly defended him- 


ſelf, the Quarrel became publick, and the Court, 
the City, and the whole Kingdom were embioil'd 


by this unhappy Contention. 


The Nobility and others, according to their 
different Ties and Affections, ſided wich the con- 
tending Parties; and to ſuch a Height was the 
Quarrel enflam'd, that the Protector ſent for the 
Lord Mayor, charging him to ſee the City of 
London well watch'd and guarded : After which, 
ſome of the Biſhop's Faction would have enter'd 
the City by the Bridge. but were kept out by 
Force, according to Command ; upon which, 
being enraged, they gather'd a great Number of 
Archers and Men of Arms, and ailaulted the 


Ciry Gates. 
Things puſh'd to this Vehemence, put the 


Citizens into ſo much Surprize nd Terror, that 


they ſhut up their Shops, and ran about in the 
Tk — 2 utmoſt 
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Deſolation : But at length, by the Mediation of 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Prince of Por. 
tugal, who rode Eight Times that day between 
the contending Parties, and by the prudent Ma- 
nagement of the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, the 
whole Matter was compromiſed, and referr'd to 
the Arrival of the Duke of Bedford, then in France, 
to whoſe Deciſion this Quarrel was leſt, 


This Duke of Bedf;rd was the Third Son of 
King Henry the Fourth, and upon the Demiſe of 
his Brother King Henry the Fifth, had the Go- 
vernment of [ance committed to him, during the 
Minority of his Brother King Henry the Sixth. 


How powerful this Prince was, appears in 
ſome Meaiure from his Titles, which were Re- 


gent of France, Duke of Bedford, Alanſon, and 


Anjcu, Eail of Maine, Richmond, and Kendal, 
and High-Conſtable of England. But what ex- 
ce:ded his Titolary Greatneſs, was, his being one 
of the greateſt Patriots and Generals that ever 
ſprung out of the Royal Stem of the Planta- 


/ 


The Reputation of Great Men too often grows 
from the Zeal of their Dependants, and Services 
either expected, or actually conferr'd : But when 
their Fame rifes from the Acknowledgment of 
thoſe, to whom Fortune, and different Intereſts 
have made them Enemies, that Praiſe can neither 
be judged partial or extravagant. Allowing this 
Truth, Poſterity is oblig'd to revere the Character 
of the Duke of Bedford; for his Valour was not 
more formidadle to the Enemy, than his Memory 


Was honourable, Ve 
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Wwe could not wiſh a more auchentick Confir- 


mation of this, than the Condutt of the French 


King, aſter this valiant Duke was dead and pom- 
Poully intomb'd at Roay. Certain envious Perſons, 


that ſuſpected the French Glory would be eclips'd 


to Futurity, by the ſtately Monument raifed over 
the Aſhes of this Great Man, urg'd Lewis the 
XIth. then King of Fance, to demoliſh the Stru- 
ure. But this generous Monarch, diſdaining 
the Meannefs of ſuch a Propoſition, returned this 
noble Anſwer to thoſe that preſs d it. What Ho- 


nour can it be to Us, or You, to deface this Monu-— 


ment, or to diffurb the Bones of him, who, When liv- 
ing, neither my Father, nor your Progenitors, with all 
their Power were ence able to repel] * Who by his 
Strength, Policy, and Conduct, kept them all out of 
the principal Dominions of France, and out of this 
noble Dukedom of Normandy ? Wherefore, I ſay firſt, 
God ſave his Scul, and let his Body now He at Reſt; 
2who, when he was alive, would have terrified the 
proudeſt of Us all : And as for his Tomb, I think it 


not ſo worthy, or convenient, as bis Honcur and Ads 


| deſerved. Such an Encomium from the Mouth of 


a King, a great Part of whoſe Dominions he had 
ſubencd, is above all Trophies and Triumphs, 
and more to his Honour than the Rhetorical Flou- 
rithes of a thouland applauding Orators. | 


The Deciſion of the Differences betwixt the 
Duke of Glouceſter and the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 


we have already ſaid, waited on the Arrival of 


Bedford in Englaud. Theſe Differences were de- 


bated firſt at St. Albans, then at Nortbampton, and 


laſtiy, in a Parliament held at Leiceſter. The 
Duke of Bedford himſelf, to avoid all Marks of 
Partiality to his Brother of Glouceſter, here would 


not 


80 N * A, * 8 5 [24 : Ar Tian do ET 1 5 Ee 4 +, as RES OY OS Fe © z * 
1 4 9 N 4 * "= A 8 * + > A. a, © F - * 2 e q 2 3 PW KO. . a . * Is 2 1 ” 
SRC BE v as Wt 2 75 r œ M/ ⅛ðͤ v ꝗĩͤ v 8 CE > Es Eb RT 
OR Es ee WIS NC Tan, - , ER AI Tn ana 6 co 8 Ie BE AERIE ͤ 
. 2 Ms, 2 „ 6 3 g 3 $1415. * wy r 4 + „ r a 3 2 is 3 D KS 7 A A. * 
. 2 rr 8 - 11 8 5 I y 2 . 7 2 +. © - 5 v f f : 3 * ; 5 35 A - : "Jus 2 coy 
CCC ON . ok A 3 Pe ed ond Eats * 
A * * ” a * * * 4 4 L o*. + 4 7 I 
OW. 0 g 35 : : 1 - * : 
2 * 8 * : * — * 
; * 4 . 
= ® was: O = — 2 — 
: > — a p< [ 1 . 4 T * , 
9 — 7 „ | 
- . 
* 


. , 8. 
2.9 75 9 . : h 2 
* * 0 1 ” p ö N g — % jo * 
A - 1 5 W — . . Ws 25 Sy Vu 7 \ 75 * 3 * c = 1 A. 3 

10 J ö * 8 * * N 8 of 1 * E 3 r 3 2 ; \ Mad 3 KOT 2: 
4. „ P 4 * 5 7 3 - : * I 8 — = 

* ** x FLEE * * „ 4 : & -» ? 25 8 * 2 o Bug: 4 & 5 * 

8 p > G : 8 
+ . 4 * * 3 e — 4 2 7 2 ** a 
* * 4 n 1 - ” * 
1 # 8 e * a : 
WES. * x 1 WAA . py K 7 
# * by * * 
1 4 0 o 2 5 p — X : 
5 4 * : 1 
: 7 
a : . _ 
4 : - T 0 
7 
* 


not intermeddle otherwiſe than in general Words 


. 5 2 * . * K - 
* AW 7 1 8 3 3 * "Py ö * r 9 AE > vv: N 
n 2 ooo r ee, W 
n E 5 ry 31 - 4 2 . 5 > . / 
F a6 . I," * 4 1 * 1 a4 
5 * ö "thi — 4 7 

- L i * * 
# - 


* 55 
* 
13 . 


to incourage Amity; but had the whole Cauſe 
reſerr'd to the moft conſiderable Men in the Na- 
tion, both for Birth and Wiſdom. By ſuch Inter- 
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-poſition and prudent Endeavours the Bickerings 


and Animoſities, Grievances and Accuſations, 
betwixt the Protector and Biſhop were agreed to 
be buried in Oblivion ; and without any Mention 
of Compenſations on either Side, the Duke of 
Gloncefter {wore by his Princebood, and the Biſhop 
by his Prieſt bod, truly to obſerve the Award, and 
were for that Time fully reconciled, 


But when Reconciliations are merely political, 
and rotten at the Foundation, when each in his 
Heart perſiſts co think that he has been injur'd by 
the other, and conſequently view each other with 
Jealouſy and Suſpicion, Occafjons are nc ver want- 
ing to rip up the cemented Differences. For 
{ome Years, however, the Flames of Diſſention 
were ſmother'd and kept under betwixt them. 


Glouceſter, in every Step of his Conduct, conti- 


nued inviolably to have the Intereſt of the King 
and Kingdom at Heart ; and took Care to have 
many of his Reſolutions regiſtred, that they might 
remain on Record for a Teſtimony of the Diſ- 
charge of his Duty. The Biſhop on the other 
Hand, had all his Thoughts curn'd to Views of 
Intereſt and Ambition; and the Rancour of his 
Heart directed him in all his Counſels to oppoſe 
and diſappoint thoſe of the Protetor.: But, which 
moſt exaſperated the Duke, this aſſuming Prelate, 
with the Aid of the Cardinal- Archbiſhop of York, 
ated many Things without the Conſent of the 
King or Him. 2 
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The Duke of Glouceſter, whoſe Patience could 
not weather the repeated Inſtances of Wincheſter, | 
in Writing declared to the King, How much 
both theſe Prelates had offended his Majeſty. 
and the Laws of the Land. This Complaint of 
the Duke's was drawn up in twenty four long 

Articles, which chiefly imported, That the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter had continually, through his 
ambitious Defire of ſurmounting all others in 
Honour and Dignity, ſought to enrich himſelf, 
to the great Damage of the King, as not only 
defrauding him of his Treaſure, but alſo practi- 
ſing Things highly prejudicial to his Afﬀairs in 
France, &c. But though theſe Complaints were 
heard and examined before the Council, the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter found fo many Friends, as 
not only protected him from Cenſure, but like- 
, wiſe afterwards ſound Means to effect the Duke 
of Glouceſter's Ruin. | 


But little Time interven'd before an Affair 
took Place, that opened a Way for all the Ma- 
liee of incheſter, and his Faction. A Rupture 
happening between the Two Kingdoms of 
England and France, many Princes of Chriſten- 
dom became Mediators, and ſent their Ambaſ- 
ſadours on all Sides to facilitate a Peace. Du- 
ring theſe Negociations William de la Pole, Earl 
of Suffolk, a great Favourite at the Enghiſh Court, 
went one of the Commiſſioners for this Peace. 


While he was abroad in this Service, he took 
upon him a bold Thing beyond his Commiſ- 
ſion; and without acquainting his Aſſociates, 
treated of a Marriage between the King of Eng- 
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in this Affair, That it brought the ſuſpicion of 


Bribery upon him: And upon his Return to his 
King, he ſo magnified the Beauty and Qualifi- 
cations of the propoſed Bride, and the Bene- 
firs of Peace that would redound to the King- 
dom by this Macch, that the Youthful Henry was 
inflam'd with Deſire of the Lady, and no leſs 
pleaſed with the Thoughts of having his King- 
dom in Quiet. ; 


But our worthy Duke of G louceſter bravely, 
oppofed this Match, which he knew well could 
neither be any Honour to his Prince, nor Ad- 
vantage to the Kingdoms. But all Reaſons 
were of no Effect, when the Heavens had de- 
creed, That for this Cauſe the Duke ſhould loſe 
his Life, the King his Crown and ' Dignity, the, 
Kingdom all its Foreign Poſſeſſions, and the 
People that Peace at Home, which they had 
hitherto enjoy'd. i . 
The more to honour this unfortunate Match, 
King Henry created Three Dukes and One Mar- 
queſs, which Latter was the Earl of Suffolk, 
who for his further Honour was made the De- 
puty to celebrate che Formality of the Nuptials, 
and to bring the Bride into England. But every 
Thing fell tit as the Duke of Glouceſter preſag d; 
for the Lady's Father, tho' rich in Titles of 
Imaginary Kingdoms, ( for he ſtiled himſelf 
King of Naples, Sicily and Feruſalem) was not 
able to fend her honourably to her Husband; 
"fo chat all the Charge, which was vaſt and ex · 
traordinary, fell to King Henrys Share. She 
was ſoon after brought over to England in great 


Pomp, where ſhe was received with all the Joy 
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and Triumph, with which we are uſed to wel- 
come Foreigners. 


If we look into the Figure, this beautiful, but 
ominous Queen, makes in our Engliſh Hiſtory, 
we ſhall find that Polydore Virgil has given no im- 
proper Character of her ; that ſhe was one ſuf- 
ficiently provident, ambitious of Glory, abound- 
ing in Diſcourſe, Counſel, Officioutneſs, and 
maſculine Courage, in which appeared much 


Ingenuity, Vigilance, and Care; but not free 


from the Humour of Women, which, as he ſays, 


is uſually vehement and apt to change. 


Our Engliſh Writers have been free to tell us, 
That it appeared that Heaven did not ſeem 
pleaſed with this Marriage; for from that Day 
forward, the Fortune of the World began to 
fall from the King, ſo that he loſt all his Friends 
in England, and all his Dominions in France. 
For in a little time all was governed by the 


Queen and her Council, to the great Detr iment 


of the King and his Realm; and the no leſs 


Obloquy of the Queen, who thereby became 


expoſed to many bad Reports. 


The Renowned Protector, the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, felt the firſt fatal Blow of the Evil Angel 
that was ſent to puniſh England, and to root 


out her Nobilicy. This Duke, as has been a- 


bove hinted, had been a brave Oppoſer of the 


King's Marriage, and was much hated by the 
Queen and her Faction, as the only Man who 


by his Prudence, and alſo by the Honour and 
Authority of his Birth and Place, ſeem'd to hin- 


der that Sovereign Power which they pretended 
- to ſettle in the King's 3 but deſigned 


indeed 
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18 - MEMOIRS 7 
indeed, as is uſual under weak and ſoft Princes, 
to reign themſclves, in another's Name, 


As the Nation in a few Years became ſenſible of 
the Diſadvantages that were drawn upon the King- 
dom from this unhappy Match, and Diſcontent- 
ments grew rife amongſt the Subject, the Parlia- 
ment thought it high time to look into the Tranſ-/ 
ation, and appeaſe the Populace, by turning the 
Storm on the Head of Suffo/k, who had been the 
Agent and Promoter of the Affair, that brought 
uch a Train of Miſchiefs along with it. 


To this End the Commons drew up many 
Articles of Impeachment againſt him, wherein he 
was Charg'd, among other Crimes of Freaſon and 
Miſdemeanours, with making the Marriage for 
the King; in Reply to which Particular, he al- 
ledg d, That the very next Parliament after the, 
Conſummation of the Match, had fo well ap- 
Pprov'd of it, as to vote him Rewards for his Ser- 
vice. But notwithſtanding this Defence had a 
Colour of Plauſibility, the Queen juſtly ſuſpecting 
fome Commotion would entue, if he paſſed with 
_ Impunity, cauſed him for a Colour to be com- 
- mitted to the Tower, where remaining about a 
Month, he was again delivered and reſtored to 
the King's Favour. | hae» 


Upon this the Populace again became uneaſie, 
and the Houſe of Commons reviv'd their Reſent- 
ments; {o that the King was ohlig'd to conſent 
to banith Suffolk for five Years, as being the pre- 
ſent Annoyance of the Nation. But he was at 
length purſued by a more inevitable Vengeance 
from above; for embarking to ge for France, he 
Was let upon by a Man of War belonging to = d 
© « | Ear 


Humphrey, Duke of Glouceſter, &c. 19 
Earl of Exeter, taken by the Captain and brought 
into Dover Road, where his Head was ſtruck off 


in a Cock-boat, and his Body ignominiouſly 


thrown upon the Shore, 


This was the remarkable End of William de la 


Pole, Duke of Suffolk, for to that Title he was 


afterwards promoted; a Perſon of very conſide- 
rable Abilities, who had warr'd in France Forty 


Four Years without Intermiflion, in Seventeen 


of which he never ſaw his own Country. When 
he was taken Prifoner, his Ranſom coſt him 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds, tho' then he was 
only a Knight: He was of Thirty Years flanding 
of the Order of the Garter, his Father was ſlain at 
the Siege of Harfleur, his eldeſt Brother at Agen- 
court, and his two. younger in the ſame Wars: 


So, that it cannot bei denied, but that his Prince and 


Country did owe much to him, as he ſpent his Life 
in the Service of the One, and his Reputation in 
the Service of the Other. But, after all, ſuffering 
himſelf to be guided by a prodigious Ambition, 
he fell into two dreadful Errors; his making of 
a State-marriage, ſo pernicious in its Conſequen- 
ces, and his contributing towards the worthy 


Duke of Gloucefter's Death; for which laſt, he 


ſeems to have met with ſuch a Puniſhment, as 
look'd more like the Hand of Heaven, than the 


Hatred of the People. 


I ſhould here end with what I had to [y of | 
this deſigning Favourite, but that our Poet 


SnakESPEARE (in the Second Part of his King 


Henry the Sixth) has intimated a Familiaricy be- 
twixt the Duke of Suffolk and Queen Margaret, 


for which ar preſent at leaſt, I can find no 


Colour or Authority in the Chronicles. As 
0 3 - Suffolk 
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am 7 
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Suffolk made the Match, and had the Conduct of 
. this Princeſs over to King Henry; the Poet, per- 
hapss, to embelliſh his Fable, has taken this Li- 
berty with her Character, as willing to throw an 
Odium on her for intailing ſo many Miſeries on 
his Country. I cannot enter into a Juſtification of 
that Poet's Morak if this Intimacy be a Scandal 
of his own Invention uncountenanc'd by Hiſtory 
or Tradition, Holinſhead, indeed, ſeems to inti- 
mate, That the Queen intirely lov'd the Duke, 
but makes no Reflections as if ſhe indulged him in 
Liberties that could affect her Honour. It cannot 
be ſaid in Apology of him, That the Queen re- 
ſpected and ſhew'd a Friendſhip for Suffolk in Gra- 
titude of his having help'd her to a Crown; for 
by quoting a part of One of his Scenes, the Lan- 
guage will convince Us that the Poet deſign'd to 
deſcribe a criminal Correſpondence betwixt theſe 
Lovers. When the King upon a Tumult of the 
People, and at the Inſtigation of the Commons, 
pronounces Sentence of immediate Baniſhmene 
againſt the Duke, the Queen ſtaying behind upcn 
the Stage, to take her Leave of him, amongſt 
other Strokes of Tendernefſs, addreſſes him in the 


following Strains. 


Queen, Give me thy Hand, x 
Tha: I may dew it with my mournful Tears; 
Nor let the Rain of Heaven wet this Place, 
To waſh away my woeful Monuments | 

Ob] could this Kiſs be printed in thy Hand, 

That thou might ſt think upon theſe by the Seal, 
Thro' whom a thouſand Sighs are breath'd for Thee, 
So: Get thee gone, that I may know my Grief ; + 

* *Tis but ſurmis'd, whilſt Thou art ſtanding by, 
As One that ſurſeits, thinking on a Want : 5 


1 will 


* 
1 . 


Humphrey, Duke of Glouceſter, Sc. 
I will repeat Thee, or be well aſſur d, 
| Adventure to be baniſhed my ſelf : 
And baniſhed I am, if but om Thee, 
Go, ſpeak not to Me; Even now be gone, 
O] go not get. ---Ev'n thus, Two Friends condemn d, 
 — Embrace, and kiſs, and take ten theuſand Leaves; 
/ \ - Loather a hundred Times to part, than dye: | 


| Yet now farewell, and farewell Life with thee ! ERR 


To which S»folk is made as tenderly to Anſwer 3 | 


Suff. Thus is poor Suffolk Ten Times baniſhed; _ | 
Once by the King, and three times thrice by Thee, 
Tis not the Land] care for, wert Thou hences . 
A Wilderneſs is populous enough, | 
So Suffolk had thy heau nly Company. | 
For where Thou art, there is the World it ſelf, _ | 
 _VVith ev'ry ſev'ral Pleaſure in the VVorld: _ _ 
And where Thou art not, Deſolation.” | 
I an no more; live Thou, to joy thy Lifo ; 


Ay ſelf no Foy in Aught, but that Thou liv ſt ! 


But it is Time now to reſume the Thread of 
our Hiſtory, and go back to trace the Steps by 
Which the Death of che Duke of Glouceſter was 
brought abour, from the ſecret Wiles and Malice 
2 thoſe, that wiſh'd to ſupplant him in his Gran- 
deur. Cz; „ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The Faction, which had long labour'd the 
Diſquiet as well as Diſreputation of the Duke, 
had a favourable Opportunity given em of 

laying a Foundation for the Ruin and Diſgrace 
of their chief Enemy; which they began by a 
ſidelong Attack upon his Wife. | ys 
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| Roger Bolingbroke, a great Aſtronomer, with 
Thomas Southwell, a Canon of St. Stephen's Chap- 


pel, being apprehended as Conſpirators againſt 
the Life of the King: The Charge exhibited © 


againſt them, was, For that the ſaid Roger had 


labour d to conſume the King's Perſon, by the . 


Power of his Necromantic Art; and that South- 
ell had ſaid Maſles over ſome peculiar Inſtru- 
ments by which the Aſtronomer practis'd this Art. 
The News of this their Apprehenſion coming to 


the Ear of the "Datcheſs of Glouceſter, he fled. 


for Sanctuary to Weftminſter, Upon this being ſu- 
ſpected to be a Complotter in the Traiterous De- 
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fign, charg'd upon the ſaid Canon and Aſtrono- 


mer, ſhe was cited to appear before the Arch- 
Bifhop of Canterbury, the Cardinals of York and 


Wincheſter, and the . Biſhop of Salisbury; there to 
anſwer to an Accufation of Treaſon, Hereſy and 
Witchcraft, in having prevail'd upon the ſaid Per- 
ſons to deviſe an Image of Wax, repreſenting the 
King's Perſon, which by the Power of their Art 
mould conſume by Degrees; intending: thereby 
that the King himſelf ſhould waſte inlike manner, 
and ſo procure his Death, to the Intent that ſhe 
might by ſuch Means advance her Husband to the 
Imperial Dignity of theſe Realm. 


In Obedience to this Citation, the Dutcheſs ap- 


pear'd at St. Stephen's Chappel before theſe 
baughty Prelates ; and the Charge exhibited 
againſt her was endeavour'd te Be ſupported by 
the Confeſſion of the ſaid Roger Bolingbroke, who 
declar'd, That he made the ſaid Image at the 


Requeſt of the Dutcheſs, who came to enquire at 
his Hands, What Fortune ſhould attend her in the 


remaining part of her Life. Upon this ſhe was 
committed to ſafe Cuftody in Leeds Caſtle for 


fame time. U pon 
23 be" 100 1 
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Upon this a Commiſſion was iſſued to the 
Earls of Suffolk, Huntington, and others, whereby 
they were directed to enquire into all manner of 
Treaſons, Sorceries, and other Things that mighe 
be prejudicial tothe King's Perſon: Before whom 
the [aid Dutcheſs, and the otbers, judg'd her Ac- 
complices, were conven'd, and the Articles ex- 
hibited againſt her Grace being read, ſome ſhe 
confeſs'd, and fome deny'd ; but Witneſſes being 


produc'd to ſupport the ſaid Articles, ſhe was 


tound guilty : And being ask'd, if ſhe had any 
thing to offer in Bar of Sentence, ſhe anſwered, 


No; but chat ſhe ſubmitted herſelf to their De- 


- termination, 


Whatever the Witneſſes produc'd againſt het 
 depos'd, it does not appear that they were con- 
vincing enough to fix the Crime of Treaſon upon 
her, which occafioned a milder Sentence to be 
paſs d upon her, than what her Adverſaries ex- 
pected. But Bolingbroke and Southwell were con- 
demned to Death, which Sentence was accor- 
dingly put in Execution againſt Bolingbroke, but 
Southwell dy'd in the Tower the Night before; 
agreeable to what himſelf had propheſy d, That 
he ſlould never dye by the Fuſtice of the Law, | 


In Proſecution of the Sentence paſs'd on 


the Dutcheſs, ſhe was put to ſolemn and publick 


Pennance, in London, upon three ſeveral Days, 
with extraordinary ſhame to her Perſon ; and after 
committed to perpetual Impriſonment, under the 
Care of Sir Thomas Stanley. The firſt Day of 


her doing publick Pennance, ſhe was convey'd . 


by Water from Weſtminſter, and landed at the 
' Temple, from whence,” with a Taper of wary 
N e | her 
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ber Hand, ſhe proceeded to St, Paul's, where at 

the high Altar, ihe offer'd up her Taper: The 
ſecond Day ſhe landed at the Swan in Thames 
Street, and proceeded through Grace-Church Streec, 
& Leaden-Hall, to Cbriſt Church, near Aldgate ; the 
third Day ſhe landed at 9neer-Hithe, and march'd 
in the ſame Form, as before, to St. Michael's in 
Cornbill; being each Day attended by the Mayor, 
Sheriffs, and Livery-Men of the City. PA 


Whether ſhe was really ouiky of the Treaſona- 
ble Practice laid to her Charge, or that ſhe only 
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made uſe. of the ſaid Bolingbrołe, and others, to 


practiſe their Art in reſolving the Accidents of 
her future Life, (a Weakneſs too many, eſpecially 
of the Fair-Sex, are frequently guilty of,) as 
yet remains in doubt : But if, with Fox, we may 
offer at a probable Opinion, the will ſtand acquit- 
ted in the Records of Fame from any other Crime 
than the Folly of being too curious in the Know- 
ledge of Futurity ; and that for the ſubſequent 


Bolingbroke, at the Place of Execution declar'd, 
That he was entirely innocent of any Practice 
againſt the Life of the King, for which he ftood 
condemned; but that, indeed, he had made uſe 
of his Art farther than what might be warranted 
by a good Conſcience; in which Declaration he 
abſolutely freed the Dutcheſs from the Aſpetſion 
caſt upon her. Nor is it probable, that the be- 
loved Conſort of that Great Man, whom the 
Wincheſter Faction fo much dreaded, would have 
eſcap'd with Life, could any ſuch Fact have been 
. prov'd upon her, But there are other Reaſons 
aſſign'd fot this her Diſgrace, and that upon more 

probable Grounds: than thoſe for which * Wh 

| er d; 
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fer'd : She was ſaid to be a Favourer of YVicklifee ; 
and how formidable an Enemy that Reformer 

was to the Clergy, is too well known to need a 

ERepetition here; nor was there any Mears fo pro- 

4 bable to open a Way for the Ruin of the Duke, 

and his Intereſt, and advance the Cardinal of 

/ inc beſter and his Adherents in their ambitious 

Deſigns ; and this Opinion ſeems yet more plau- 

ſible, upon reflecting that this Accuſation againſt 

the Dutcheſs took its Birth immediately after the 

ſecond Quarrel between the Duke, and the Car- 

dinal, when his Grace preſented the twenty four 

Articles to the King againſt that Prelate, and his 
Adherents, as is before related. "20 


= 


The Queen, whoſe politick Deſigns I have al- 
ready taken Notice of, cheriſh'd every Counſel. 
and Project of the Faction, that oppoſed them- 


' ſelves to the Intereſt of Glouceſter, and lent an 
Hand to forward his Deſtruction. He had ren- 
) -der'd himſelf odious unto her, as has been above 


remarked, by ſtrenuoufly oppoſing her Marriage 
with the King ; as a Match as well contrary to his 
Honour, who was under the Engagement of a 
Prz-Contract, as the Intereſt and Safety of the 
| » Weal Public; beſides, the Queen repining to fee 
his Majeſty rule not of himſelf, and by Virtue 
of his own Royal Authority z but that all Things 
were tranſacted in purſuance of the Schemes and 
| Refolutions taken by the Duke of Glouceſter ; 
| {ſhe determin'd with herſelf to take upon her the 
Rule and Government of the King and Kingdom, 
and abridge the Duke of his Intereſt and Autho- 
rity with the King as much as poſſible, taking it as 
a Reflection upon herſelf, that her Hasband ſhould 
continue to act as under Pupilage, now he was 
arriv'd to the Perfection - Man's Eſtate. "_—_ 
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This Obſervation of hers, tho' it took its Rife f 


prineipally, if not ſolely, from her ſelf, was yet 
encreas'd and ſettled in her by the concurrent 
Opinions of thoſe who bore; the greateſt Sway in 
Council; by whom ſhe was perſwaded to make 
Enquiry irto the Management and Condu of the 


Duke of Glouceſter, who, it was ſuggeſted, had 


not ſo much ſought the general Welfare of the 
Kingdom, as the Advancement of his own pri- 
vate Intereſt and Eſtate. In this ſhe was more 
throughly contirm'd by the Inftances of her Fa- 
tier, who wrote to her not to ſuffer herſelf and 
Husband to be influenc'd by the Opinions of others, 
but that they ſhould themſelves take on them the 
Rule and Government of the Kingdom, and not 
de kept in Subjection like Wards and deſolate 


_ Orphans. Being eaſily perſwaded by theſe Mo- 


tives, which were indeed conſonant to her own 

Sentiments, ſhe, with her Husband, aſſum'd that: 
Imperial Authority they were fo preſs'd to exert : 

But tho' in the Execution of this Power ſhe joyn's, 
her Husband with her, yet was it only nominal; 
for ihe herſelf, in Conjunction with her Creatures, 
took ſuch Steps as he thought moſt proper to 

compaſs her ambitious Deſigns. Vs: 

The Extreme Lenity of the King afliſted vaſt- 

ly in the Conſummation of her Projects; for he, 

being a Man of a meek and eaſy Temper, pre- 

ferred Peace, and the Comforts of - religious Con- 

templations to the Pomp and Grandeur of a Court; 

whoſe weighty Cares were quite oppoſite to that 

honeſt, eaſy Quietneſs, and forgiving Temper, 


which ſhin'd with ſo great Eclat in this Royal 


Pattern of Tenderneſs and Humaniey.. 

T be firſt Step the Queen took in this Affair, was 
to exclude the Duke ot Gleuceſter from all manner 
of Rule and Government; and at the ſame Time 


gate all Countenance and Encouragement to his 
. e Enem ies 


f 
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Enetnies to invent and contrive Cauſes of Com- 


g plaint againſt him. Whether the and her Depen” 
0 dants were really Apprehenſive of any Attempt of 
8 * the Duke's, in Revenge of the Indignity put upon 
, his Wife, whom he tenderly lov'd ; or, that the. 


. Cardinal, {till proſecuting his Grudge againſt the 
1 Duke, as being the greateſt Bar to his Ambition, 
is uncertain; but this Great Man muſt fall, and to 
; give it the greater ſhew of Juſtice ſeveral Articles 
of Impeachment of High Treaſon were drawn up 
f againft him, contriv'd, as tis believ'd, by the 
Duke of Buckingham, the Ma: que's of Suffolk, and 
the Cardinal of Wincheſter : Among which Arti- 
cles, ewas declared, That the Duke endeavour'd 
to releaſe Eleanor, his Dutcheſs, from Prifon, 
who had for her tieaſonable Practices been ſen- 
tenc'd to continue there for Life; that he had 
caus'd Perſons, condemn'd to Death, to ſuffer 
. the Execution of a more cruel and ſevere Nature 
| than the Law of the Land gave Countenance, or 
| Authority to; and that he had gather d a great 
f Power to his Aid, with Intent to compals the 


we * T > ww 


Deſt ruction of the King, bis Royal Maſter. 
To theſe Articles the Duke gave ſufficient 
Anſwer, to acquit himſelf from the malicious 
Imputations, and clear that Reputation which 
his Enemies endeavour'd to blacken with ſuch 
weighty Crimes; yet becauſe his Death was 
fully reſolv'd on, his Wiſdom was of ſmall Ad- 
vantage, and his Truth but little avail'd towards 
his Safety. Strong in the Knowledge oſ his own 
Innocence, he thought himſelf, indeed, ſecure; 
but ſuch Confidence favour'd the Deſigns of his 
Enemies, and facilitated that Ruin, which his 
prudent Caution might otherwiſe have prevented. 
| The Univerſal Love, gain'd by a Series of 
- Gracious and Noble Ads, during a Protector- 
=_ "3 x {typ 
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to bear the being brought to a ſtrict Account 
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ſhip of Twenty five Years, had render'd the Life 


of the Duke moſt precious to the People; which 


his Enemies being conſcious of, did not dare 
openly to attempt his Life at firſt, leſt it ſhould 
Occaſion a Tumult and Inſurrection in the Na- 
tion; they therefore, by Craft and Stratagem, 
endeavour'd to undermine him, e'er he himſelf , 
ſhould ſuſpe& their Deſigns. To the Populace, 

therefore, Inſinuations are made of the King's 
Danger; and a Parliament being ſummon'd at 
St. Edmund's- Bury, in Suffolk, where the King 
then reſided, the Paſſages and Avenues to the 
ſaid Town were ſtrictly Guarded both Day and 
Night, for fear, as was given out, of ſome At- 
tempt of the Duke's. His Grace was then at 
Caſtle-Vies in Wiltſhire, from whence he came to 
pay his Attendance, according to Summons, in 
this Parliament, and was lodg'd in the Hoſpital 
in the ſaid Town of Bury. On the 2d Day of 
the Seſſion, the Lord Beaumont, then High-Con- 
ſtable of England, accompany'd with his Grace 


the Duke of Buckingham and others, arreſted him 


for High-Treaſon ; and committed the Care of 
him to a ſele& Guard of the King's Houſhold: 
All his Servants were ſequeſter'd from him, and 

Thirty of the Chief of his Retinue, were ſent 
to divers Priſons, there to be kept in ſafe Cuſto- 
dy, till a convenient Time ſhould preſent it ſelf 
for their being brought to their Tryals ; and the 


Day after his Impriſonment he was found dead 


in his Bed. Yet his Body was expos'd to pub- 
lick View, the ſame Day, with Intent that it 
ſhould be thought that he died of the Palſie, or 


an Impoſthume , or ſome other ſudain Diſ- 


eaſe; or rather, as his Enemies gave out, with 
Grief ; as being too conſcious of his Guilc 
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but all, who ſaw his Body, plainly diſcern'd that 
he died a Violent and Unnatural Death. Some 
were of Opinion he was ſtrangl'd, others that a 
red hot Spit had been thruſt up into his Body, 
or that he was ſmother d between two Feather 
Beds. His Corps was convey'd to St. Allan's, 
and there honourably interrd, with ſuitable 
Funeral Pomp. N 
Such was the End of this great Prince, who, 
notwithſtanding his Body was expos'd to pub- 
lick View, and many pretended Crimes alledg'd 
againſt him, was by the People of England ge- 
nerally thought to be doubly Murther'd, in his 
Reputation, as well as his Perſon. | 
After him the Title of Glouceſter was reputed 
ominous ; for the Four laſt Gloucefters came to 
violent Ends. Thomas, Son to Edward the IIId. 
was ſtrangl'd at Calais ; Thomas Spencer, Earl of 
Gloucefter, beheaded at Bury; Humphry, the late 
Duke, died, as above related; and Richard Duke 
of Glouceſter, after call'd Richard IIId. was ſlain 
in Boſwortb- Field. 5 
The Death of this Duke prov d the Queen, who 
was eſpecially concern'd in it, not to have been 
ſo careful or politick as common Reaſon ſeem'd 
to require her: For while he liv'd, his Intereſt 
and Authority would eaſily have ſtifled the Duke 
of York's Claim ; (whom, by a fatal Miſtake, the 
King not only refſtor'd to his Blood, tainted by 
his Father, but from Earl of Cambridge advanc'd 
him to the Dukedem of York.) And while ſhe 
purpos'd to preſerve her Husband in Honour,and 
her ſelf in Authority, by the Death of this No- 
ble Man, ſhe really brought on her thoſe Miſe- 
reries ſhe ſought to avoid; and robb'd herſelf 
of that Jewel, ſhe ſeem'd moſt highly to prize 
and value. For the Duke of York, a Man . - 
3 O1 
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bold and daring Reſolution, prompted to ſatis-- 
fie his Ambition, tho' at the Expengę of his 
Breath, of thoſe Oaths and ObligatiogF he had 
laid himſelf under to King Henry, took hold on 
this Opportunity of advancing his Claim to the 
Crown; whenall Things were in Diſorder, and 
good Men, apprehenſive of their own Safeties, 75 
voluntarily left their Places at Court, to be fill'd g 
by Perſons, who for the moſt part preferr'd 
oY their own private Intereſt, to the general Ad- 
___ vantage of the Community. EZ 
If ever England ſuffer d by the Loſs of any 
Man, it did in the Death of, that true Father 
of his Country, Humphrey Duke of GlouceFter. He 
was, as may be obſerv'd from this Epitome of 
his Hiſtory, the ſtricteſt Patron of Juſtice, and 
moſt zealous Oppoſer of Indire&ion and perni- 
cious Practiſes. He was ſo real a Patriot, that 
+ he would never conſent to patch up an ignomi- , ff 
nious Peace with Frauce, by which the Honour 
and Majeſty of the Engliſb Name could in any 
Degree be impair d. And ſuch a Guardian was (F* 
2 he of the Civil Government, ſo careful of pro- 
== recing its Liberties from being infring d by any 
Foreign Power, that he would not ſuffer the 
Emperor Sigi/mond to ſer Foot on the Shores of 
England, till he firſt declared the Purpoſe for 
which he came. The Story is ſhort, and re- 
markable, and therefore muſt not be paſs d over 
in ſilence. 1 IE, 
This Potentate, being deſirous to reconcile the 
| Difference between the French and Engliſh Mon- 
archs, that Chriſtendom might be the better able | 
to arm againſt the Common, Enemy, the Turk, | 
ms he firſt went in Perſon to ſollicit the French 
J King, and from 51s Court ſet ſail for Dover. The 
Duke of Glouceſter, acccompanied wich many 1 N 
1 the 


the Nobility, attended his Arrival at that Porte ; 
and when he was ready to land, Glouceſter and 
the Lords with him, entered the Water with 
their drawn Swards, and boldly told the Emper- 
or, That if his Imperial Majeſty intended to en- 
ter as their King's Friend, and a Mediator for 
Peace, they would receive him with all Willing 
neſs accordingly; but if, as an Emperor, to claim 
any Authority in England, which was a free and 
independent Kingdom, they were ready to re- 
ſiſt his Entrance, and with the laſt Drop of their 
Blood defend the Liberty of their Country. 
This rough Demand was received as well by 
Sigiſmend, as it was honeſtly intended by Glow- 
ceſter; The Emperor mildly declared his ami- 
cable Intents in Coming, and was immediately 
received and attended by the Engliſh Lords to 
London, 1 3 725 

Nor was the Duke of-Glouceſter only a Protect 
of his Country, but likewiſe a Benefactor. 


. 


did not, like Wincheſter, amaſs extorted Treaſures r- 
and pride himſelf in hoarded Wealth, but choſe q, 
to leave behind him Monuments of a Nobler a. 
Spirit. The Royil Seat at Greenwich was built 


by Him, and called Placentia, as Mr. CampanN 
informs us: By Him likewiſe was the Tower be- 
gun, on the Top of the Hill behind that Palace, 
from which there is ſo pleaſant a Proſpect down 
the winding River, green Meadows, and di- 
ſtant Plains. Tb. 

As he improved his own Natural Parts by 
ſevere Studies, fo he was a Patron as well as an 
Admirer of Learning: For he furniſh'd to the 
Library at Oxford, ſince called the Bo DLE 1 a Nn, 
One hundred and twenty nine choice Volumes, 
procured by him from Ita at a great Expence. 


TI can- 


1 e 4 10 obs Nocte of e elf, 
8 bes le it has given Occaſion to the only Re- 
mꝛembrance that is had og him in Common to- 
this Day; I mean in that Jul Proverb, which 
isn mifapply d, Of DiningiwitÞDuke Humphrey. | 
We now uſe it "For One tflat has taſted, or is ara 
Lofs for 4 Dinner; whereas, in Fact, this Duke 
kept an open Table, to which every Engliſhman 
_ hadſa Priviledge of repairing : But, Perhaps, this 
33 Priviledge might have even then been abuſed; 
and haxe fer d as an Excuſe for any Perſon that 
* Was abſent from his Family, and did not Care to 2 
_+ Account for his Ae to ſay, He aid with Duke 
„ Humphrey . 11 | 
hut it is time now to Pk? up. our Account of 
5 "this Great Man; and I-think i it cannot be done 
more properly, than bytaking Notice, That as 
His Murther was a Cauſe of univerſal Lamenta- 
Jt on in England, ſo the. Juſtice of Providence 
*... A. Rems ſtrict infevenging i it on all the Inſtruments. * 
. gh ing Henry now :Thook Hands with Proſperity ; » 
- Pur he Was no farther guilty than in his Weak- 
1 192 leis; and ſuffering che Counſels of an implaca- 
* ble Woman and her Faqion to prevail. Queen 
P'S Margaret had an -amplePortion of Sorrow and 
"Edquiet: She was d wich Civil Arms, 
ad by Rete, e York, and at length 
forc'd to leave, e han where ſhe was ſo am- 
-bitious to bea N as we have already _ 
. obſery'd, Was at Sea by an obſcure hand: 
aug; Prelate Wincheſter triumph d- 
but a l 25 me in ſurviving Glouceſter, and 
ay: ink the  frongeſt 8 we | Diftradtic and 2 1 
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